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SUBJECT: Mississippi State University Letter of Intent to Apply for CAE Recertification

National Security Agency

Attn: Ms. Christine Nickell, I02E
9800 Savage Road, SAB 3, Suite 6744
Fort Meade, MD 20755-6744

Dear Ms. Nickell:

This letter is written to inform you of Mississippi State University’s intent to submit an
application for a third certification as a National Center of Academic Excellence (CAE) in
Information Assurance Education (IAE). Mississippi State University is accredited by the
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACSCOC) as a
level VI PhD granting institution. More information and verification of this accreditation can be
found at http://www.provost.msstate.edu/accreditation/ and
htp://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/weblist092606.pdf. Additionally, our College of Engineering
programs are accredited by the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET).
Within the College of Engineering, the focus point and leadership for our Center for Computer
Security Research (CCSR) is the Department of Computer Science and Engineering. This
department’s computer science program is accredited by the Computing Accreditation
Commission of ABET. Our Department of Computer Science and Engineering has also
received accreditation by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of ABET of its
undergraduate Software Engineering degree, making it one of the first four in the nation to
achieve this distinction and the first achieved by a public university. Validation of our College
of Engineering departmental accreditations can be obtained from the Dean of Engineering at
(662) 325-7183 or by contacting the ABET organization at (410) 347-7700.

Our CAE activities are centered within the Center for Computer Security Research
(CCSR) directed by Dr. Rayford Vaughn, Billie J. Ball Professor of Computer Science and
Engineering, from our Computer Science and Engineering Department. The CCSR is a James
Worth Bagley College of Engineering Center (see
http://www.engr.msstate.edu/research/main/index.php). This Center is charted to operate by the
Dean of the College of Engineering.
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