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November 7, 2006

SUBJECT: IA Faculty and Teaching Workloads

National Security Agency

Attn; Ms. Christine Nickell, I02E
9800 Savage Road, SAB 3, Suite 6744
Fort Meade, MD 20755-6744

Dear Ms. Nickell:

This letter is written specifically to address Criteria 10 for the Center of Academic
Excellence renewal application being submitted by Mississippi State University. [ am the Dean
of the James Worth Bagley College of Engineering.

First, I wish to indicate that we have three devoted full time faculty members working
within our Center for Computer Security Research (CCSR) teaching and researching information
assurance (IA) problems. We also have a total of thirteen (13) faculty associate with the CCSR
who work on IA research and address IA in the various classes they teach. These faculty
members primarily come from within the Bagley College of Engineering. but also include two
from the College of Business and one from the College of Arts and Sciences at Mississippi State
University. They are all identified later in this letter.

Secondly, I need to point out that we are a leading research institution and as such our
students pursue both Masters and Doctoral degrees. Our faculty is heavily engaged in research
which often results in reduced teaching loads. This is also documented in this letter. When a
student pursues an emphasis in IA at the undergraduate level, they do so by taking platform
teaching and lab based courses taught by our IA faculty. These may include CSE 4243
(Information and Computer Security), CSE 4273 (Computer Crime and Digital Forensics),
and/or CSE 4383 (Cryptography and Network Security). When a student enters the graduate
program at MSU and declares a focus in Information Assurance, they develop an approved
program of study that may include 6000-level versions of the above classes plus 8000 level
classes (full graduate level) that are focused on IA topics. These are often listed as CSE 8990
(Special Topics) classes — each with a different specific topic. In addition, during the later stages
of graduate work, Masters students engaged in thesis work or a master’s project addressing IA,
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